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GLOSHARY

NEWSRPERLANGWGE

People who work at a newspaper use special words rarely used outside of the publishing business. Words
within these newspaper language definitions are italicized when they also appear in the list of words. If you
need help understanding what these italicized words mean, you can refer to this and definitions.

ad: The abbreviation for advertisement, which is printed notice of something for sale.

art: Any photograph, map, graphic used in a newspaper.

audiotex: A free interactive voice information service accessible by phone. The information is
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Audiotex(t) services are usually supported by advertising.

beat: Repdler@regular routine for covering news sources such as weather, schools, health, government.
byline: The name of the author of a newspaper article.
circulation: The average number of paid copies a newspaper distributes.

classified ad: An advertisement for a job, pet, car, housing. These adsare called classified because
they are grouped by category and sold by number of words or lines.

column: A vertical unit of measure in the newspaper. Articles are printed in columns.

column inch: A vertical inch, one column wide. Column inches are a space measurement to
determine the length of a story or the size and cost of advertisements.

copy: All written materials prepared for publications, including articles, cutlineand written materials
for ads.

cutline: Information explaining a photograph, usually written just below the photo.
dateline: Line at the beginning of an article indicating location and origin of the story.

display ads: Advertisements for clothing, food, etc. usually purchased by retail stores, manufacturers,
or service companies. Display ads include art as well as copy. They are sold by the column inch.
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edition: Newspapers have a series of issues in one day, differing in local news coverage or day of
distribution.

editor: The person who decides what news goes in the paper and where it will appear. Someone
who reviews, corrects and sometimes rewrites stories submitted by repoters.

editorial: An expression of opinion on a subject by an editorwho speaks for the publisher or owner
of the newspaper. Also the name of the department where news is gathered, written and edited.

editorial cartoon: Cartoon that expresses opinions and interprets news.

feature: A story dealing with something other than late breaking news, commonly referred to as
“human interest.”

flag: The newspaper’s name as it appears at the top of the first page of the first section.

headline: The title of a newspaper story. Headlines are written in larger, bolder type than the rest
of the article (copy).

index: List of the main contents and page numbers of a newspaper. The index is often found on the
front page of the first section.

jump line: A line which tells where a story continues on another page. Some stories are too long
for the page where they begin and must continue on another page where there is more room.

layout (dummy): A plan or sketch of each page of the newspaper indicating where photogartides
adsand headlines are to be placed.

masthead: the name, ownership and newspaper administration usually in a box on the editorial
page.

news: Articles that give information readers want and need to know immediately. This information
might have an impact on lives. News articles usually start with a lead in the first couple of paragraphs
which identify who, what, when and where. The article continues with why and how if these facts are
available.

pagination: The process of designing and producing a full page of the newspaper on a computer.

photo: Art work on a newspaper page produced through a camera. It is not hand drawn and is
sometimes called a pix.
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photojournalist: A journalist who uses film, rather than words, to communicate a message.
pre-press: The department where the newspaper is prepared for production: photos and art are
scanned into computers, news and ads are printed on photographic paper and page negatives are
made.

press: Machines which print a newspaper.

publisher: A person responsible for the total operation of a newspaper.

pull quote: A graphic device in which a quote is taken from a news story and placed in a box in the
story.

reporter: A person who gathers information and writes a resulting article.
sidebar: Additional information for quick reference in a box near a longer story.
skybox: A block of information placed above the flag, or name, of the newspaper.

syndicate: A news service that sells columns, comics and specialty features to newspapers. Examples
are: The Mini Page, advice columns, political commentary columns.

wire service: News gathering agencies that provide articles and photos electronically to subscribing
newspapers. The service is called “wire” because these subscriptions were formerly sent over
telephone or telegraph wires.
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